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-what they write; they find impersonality a
mystification and an incumbrance; anonymity
makes them stiff, pompous, and over-magisterial.
With others, however, the effect is just the
reverse. If they sign, they become self-con-
scious, stilted, and even pretentious; it is only
when they are anonymous that they recover
simplicity and ease. It is as if an actor who
is the soul of what is natural under the dis-
guises of his part, should become extremely
artificial if he were compelled to come upon
the stage in his own proper clothes and speak-
ing only in his ordinary voice.

The newspaper press has not yet followed
the example of the new Eeviews, but we are
probably not far from the time when here,
too, the practice of signature will make its
way. There was a silly cry at one time for
making the disuse of anonymity compulsory
by law. But we shall no more see this than
we shall see legal penalties imposed for pub-
lishing a book without an index, though that
also has been suggested. The same end will
be reached by other ways. Within the last